To the Hon. H. A. W. Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court for 


Lee County, Virginia. | , 
stautf nih Wo Crue a sa 
Humb ly complaiing,, your Ooratrix, Birdie wrost cueehe ted Lparedd 


qadt, vnc sues by Garret Gilpin, her father and next friend, that 


she is now nineteen years old; at the age of sixteen, and on the 

[9 aay of October, 1908. she was married to her said husband, he 
being twenty-four years old, and since that time has been to him a 
constant, faithful and dutiful wife, and has borne him one child, 
Emory Irvine Frost, who wes one year old March 3rd, 1906; that her 
husband, on the other hand, has been negligent and insufferably. abusive 
and violent to her, making her life miserable and endangering the same, 
He has also been guilty of many acts of adultery in said county in the 
vicinity of Ocoonita, and at other places in said county, within the 
last two years. The exact dates and places of which acts she can not 
now give, and which acts of adultery were committed without the con- 
sent or connivance of your oratrix within five years, and that she 
has not lived or cohabited with him since she hes had knowledge of his 
said acts of adultery; that they last lived and cohabited together 
as husband and wife in 2 county, of which county she is now and has 
been all her life a resident; that on or about the day of Januery, 
1905, he abandoned her and has hot returned to live with her; that 
her gaid husband at the time of hheir said marriage was a married man 
and had a living wife in the State of Tennessee from whom he had 
never been divorced, which fact he kept concealed from your oratrix 
until some time after their marriage, when he admitted the truth of 
the charge to her and others; that her said husband, on or about the 
oth day of February, 1906, shot and killed a man in said County of Lee, 
by the name of Jasper Pace, for which crime he was indicted for mrder 
in your honor's court, at the Mey term, 1906, which indictment is still 
pending and untrred, and the said James Frost has been, a fugitive 
from justice ever since the commission of, said crime , and a non-res- 


ident of the state of Virginia. 





2 ont 

¥Yhe object therefore of this bill, is to obtain a divorce fro 
the bonds of matrimony existing between the plaintiff and defendant, 
and to have the custody of the said childdecreed to your oratrix. 
To this end she makes the said James Frost, the rvarty defendant to 


this bill, and asks that he be required to answer the same, but not 


under oath, answer under oath being waived; that your oratrix 


may be entirely divorced from him and the marriage dissolved and your 
oratrix given the caze and custody cf their child, the said James 
Frost being an unfit person to have the custody and care of said 
child; and for such other and further relief as her case may require 
and to equity may seem meet. May order of publication be made, posted 
and published against the defendant, who is a non-resident of this 


State. ‘And your oratrix will ever pray .&e. 
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Birdie Frost, hall ag. alo Megas ecueay 
VS. Chancery 


games Frost, | Defendant. 


This cause came on to be heard wpon the bill of the plaintiff 
the order of publication, duly mede nosted and published against..the 
defendant, the cause regularly matured at rules, and set for hearing by 
plaintiff, and the depositions of witnweses, and was argued by counsel 
Lor peainti¢t. 

The defendant failing to appear, plead answer or defend, 
on consideravion thereot, it is adjudged, ordered and decreed that the 


2 


bonds of matrimony @xisting between the pnleintiff and defendant, be and 


wo 


they are hereby disolved, and the plaintiff is forever divorced from the 


defendant, and.th he plaintiff heve the care -and custody of her enild 


pee een Irvine Frost; and that the plaintiff recover agininst 


x 


’ 


= 


the acerendent thetrecst: of. this Sawa. And 1e cause is stricken from the 


docket. 
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The depositions of V.D.Rose and others, taken before me, Geo. 2. Oria- 
lin, 2 commissioner in chancery for the circuit court of Lee County, 
Virginia, on the. TO0th day of Sept. 1206, 
ateeoee, at the Office of J.W.Orr in the town of Jonesville, Va. 
which depositions are intended to be read as evidence in behalf of 
the plaintiff in a certain chancery cause now pending in the circuit 
court of Lee County, Vireinia, in which Birdie Frost is plaintiff and 
James Frost is defendant. 

J.W.Orr attorney for plaintiff. 
V.D.Rose, a witness of lawful age being duly sworn deposés as 
follaws: 
State your age, residence and occupation. 
am 43 years old, live near Ocoonita, Va., and am a farmer. 
oe Ra n-- Are you acquainted with the parties to this suit and if so 
how long have you known them? 

A.-- I am not acquainted with the plaintiff but am acguainted with 

the defendant. 
How long and where did you know the defendant? 

A.-- I first became acquainted with him in the Spring or Sunmer of 
1908, and he remained in my neighborhood until a few days before I 
heard of-his killing a man by the name of Pace in the lower end of 
this County. I have not seen him since he left the neighborhood at 
the time spoken of. 

~~ What did James Frost do or follow while he lived in your 
neighbornood? 

A.w-- He worked at the #xtract Wood business. 

Qe«De-- Where did he board or stay while he was there? 

Aw-- He staid at his brother's Joseph Frost. 

6.-- Was there any one else staying there except the family of 
Joseph Frost? 
A.-- There was a girl by the name of Lizzie Roberts staying there. 
weleno Was she married or single? 
Claimed to be single. 
Eg Sate Did she have a child with her and if so how old was it? 


She 2 3 ak | “ ¢ 
€ did have a child with her, which appeared to be 4 or 5 years 





Q. 9.-- Do you know who was the father of that child, or what she 


said about it, if so state. 

A.e-- I heard her state that James Frost was its father, and I heard 
him state the same thing at different times. 

Q@.10.-- Did you ever see any improper or intimate conduct betweer 
James Frost and this girl while they lived at. Joseph Frost's? 

A.-= I can't say that I did. fhey seemed to be on friendly, intimate 
terms. .I have seen them go out and get wood together. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


ASD 


Witness claims 1 Day $0.50 


5 of these depositions is adjourned to the resi- 
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of .J.Riley, near Ocoonita, Lee County, Virginia, on the llth 


ge ra ft x sy ‘Ae 
of September, 1906. 
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Commissioner in cnancery. 
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The further teking of these depositions is adjourned to the of- 
fice of J.W.Orr, at Jonesville, Va., on the 15th day of September, 


1906. Got Grilli, pays we 


ee ee Ry, 
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Met pursuant to adjournment at 
Jonesville, Virginia. 
Garret Gilpin another witness of lawful age, > duly sworn 
deposes and says. 
®. What relation are you to the plaintiff Birdie Fro 
A. Tram her fativer. 
When were the plaintiff and defendant married. 
A. They were married in this county October, 1905. 
How long and where did they live together and where did ‘hey live 
nusband end wife? 

They lived together most of the time in this county, nd until 
about Jan. L905. when he abandoned and left her: she remained at my 
house where she has lived ever since. 

How old was your daughter when ‘hey were married. 
About sixteen years old. 
How old was he. 
About twenty four or five. 
las he ever returned to live with your 4d 
No 
daughter a resident of this 
she, is ‘and nas. peen for eeveral ye and sinee he 
Ye 
said daughter fhe mother of the child named Hmory Irvine 
so how old is the child? 
and was one year old the 3rd day of last March. 
know e@ny criminel offense committed by\the defendant 1 n 
this county since his marriage to your daughter’ if so state 
was and all about it. 
A. enn 


Killed ome Jasner Pace. 


ar: 


been pack that I know of. 
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IT was afterwards called before the grand jury and I am informed an indict- 
ment wag made + I have been informed that James Frost at the time he 
married my daughter had a living in Hancock County Tenn. from whom he 

had never been divorced. 


And further this deponsnt saith not. 


tT. Kwing another witness of lawful ag sing duly sworn 
deposes and says? 


as What official position do you hold? 


a 


A. 1 am County Clerk for Lee County, Virgin: 


— 
ev 


~ 


Qi. Es there. en vimndietment "pending in. the Cirdwit ~“ourt: forsthis 


county against ames Frost and if so, will you please file’ a certified 


ad 


ccpy of sé id indictment with your deposition ams’part thereof, mrked 


i 9 
"Indictment" 
A. There is an indictment pending i a. Carciwrign t against James 


Frost for murder which indictment has not been tried, end I file 


+ 


certified copy thereof with this my deposition as part thereof, 


J 
ingictment es requested. 


on 
i @ 


Virginia, Lee County,to-wit: 
Pr; Seo0.P.Cridlin, ia-commissioner “in chancery for the ceurcuit. court 


county, Virginia, do hereby certify that the foregoing depositions 
Rose, D.J.Riley, Garrett Gilpin and H?CvT-Ewing were taken,swomn 
subscribed before me at the times, nlaces and for the purnoses 


the caption and several adjournments mentioned{ 


Given under my hand this the 15th, day of September, 1906. 
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Everett Waddey Co., 
Stationers and Printers, } Form No, 302. 
_ Richmond, Va. 


i ee ee ee, 


against 


personally appeared 


_Clerk of the said Court, 








Form No. 302. 
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To any Person Licensed to Celebrate Marriages: 
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CERTIFICATE TO OBTAIN A MARRIAGE LICENSE, Me , EFL ee 4 0 


TO BE ANNEXED TO THE LICENSE, REQUIRED BY SECTION 2229 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA AS AMENDED BY ACT OF FEBRUARY 5, 1908. 
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Time of Marriage, ee a, 90 2 Place of Husband's Birth, ee tks On 

Place of Marriage, pie Lew. fll = oF =| Place of Wefe’s Birth, eee. Le 2. Ye = 
Full Names of Parties Married, _, DP - Place of flusband’s Residence, Nawal bos. Levu 
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pax The Minister celebrating a marriage is required within two months thereafter, to return the License to the Office of the Clerk who issued the 
same, with an endorsement thereon of the racr of such marriage, and of the TIME and piace of celebrating the same. 
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Dissinin: OR of Pies, 1 tu wait, 


Iu the Ciccrutt Couct of the said Coun ty. 


The jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in and for the body of the County of Lee, and now 


term thereof, upon their oath, present that 
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ees 


against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth. 


Upon sy evidence of t44*Me¢- A, 0s . 
Lae. NAV ¢ gp & bcd OME 
Pe .witness sworn in coat 


court and sent to the Grand Jury to give evidence. 
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e Commonwealth of Virginia, 
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wey before aL. Oper. we ae. , fo Gaeunt ed: Court of the@ | 


elas ok grey 
at th ey, hertie on tay a LQ & day of... 
—V 


Form No. 205. 
_ a 2 














Che Soi uinmonweallh of Wizgqinia, 


To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 


WE COMMAND YOU THAT YOU SUMMON---- - 


v Lette 
our Circuit Goth of the. County of Lee, ‘ 


Se, Ths Tye Chieliet, 
Wi 
190.G_, to testity and the truth to say in: at of the-_- rraie sd 


matter of oor versy in our said court before the 


© ie 
iret hh WL. Defendents . And this 


shall in no wise Kmit, under the penalty of £100. And have then there this writ. ee 
Witness, H. C. T. Ewine, Clerk of our said Stat at the court-house the... ae, «bg 


190.@, and in the ane k _year of the Commonwealth. 














SUBPOENA 
FOR 
WITNESS 


ae G7 day of - Sift 


2 ve ; 190. b- Ae 





_ ? . : - 
he Commonw ealth of WMirgr mtd, 
To the Sheriff of the Cau 0j° Lee, Greeting: 


WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon-- 


to appear at, the Clerk’s office of the Ts 4 Court of the County of Lee, at rules to be held for the said cou on 


the a fag day  Lepiggh 


i y 


And have then there this writ. Witness, H. C. T. EWING, Clerk of our said Court, at the court-house, the AL 


So mene Pew A and ied ge of the Commonwealth. 


AVEFZO mais at Clerk. 








Order of Phblication 
Fe the Glace? Onis of the Circuit 
Court of thd county of Lee, on the 


98th day of Puly,' 1906. 
BIRDIE FROSY, Plaintiff, 
. en | | 
JAMES FROST, Defendant, | 
In chancery. | 
_ The object of this suit is to oLtain a div- | 
: loree from tha bonds of matrimony existing 
Fe | between the parties. And an affidavit | 
having been made and filed that the de-| 
fendant, James Frost is not a resident of 
the State of Virginia, itis ordered that he 
do appear here within fifteen days. after 
due publication hereof, and do what may 
be necessary to protect his interest in this 
suit. And it is futher ordered that a copy 
hereof be published once a week for four 
weeks in the Jonesville Star and that a 
copy be posted at the front door of the 
Courthouse of this county as preseribed by 
law. 
A copy--Teste: 
H. C.'b. EWING, Cierk. 
By M. E. FLANARY, D.C. 
; | ORR & NOEL, p. g 
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Ba roie Prost 


In Chancery 


of The Jonesville Star, a weekly newspaper 
published in the county of Lee, state of Virginia, 
do hereby certify that the enclosed notice was 
published in said paper once a week for four 


successive weeks, commencing on the 


deve Of), ees Bowe 1906... 


Go . Eile So | 
Bee a (07. ES- JALIL, Mf ive Se OGOr 


RERbere si -- 





